
1. What is social evaluation?

An ethological approach to 
social evaluation

• Social evaluation is a mental process during which an
individual:

1. assigns different values to particular behaviours that can
be performed in a social interaction

2. associates these partnership values to specific individuals
based on their behaviour

3. shows different behaviour toward individuals based on
their overall partnership value

Type of the partners Response

Partner A Partner B Component Phenomenon

Prosocial > Antisocial Negativity and/or 
positivity bias -

Prosocial > Neutral Positivity bias
Social 

evaluation
Neutral > Antisocial Negativity bias

2. Problem(s) and our aim

Problem

• Researchers use similar behavioural framework (cooperative
context), but different approaches and terminology

Difficult to examine the origin of social evaluation

Aim

• To provide a general framework for social evaluation to 
facilitate comparative research on the topic

3. Function – contribution to survival

• Negativity bias:
Aversion to negative 
stimuli in social interaction
Avoidance of harmful 
consequences

• Positivity bias:
 Preference for positive 
stimuli in social interaction
 Failing to choose the less 

prosocial partner – smaller cost

Emerge independently
(evolution and development)

Important for survival
Positive selection based on 

social environment?

4. Evolution

• Important to sustain cooperation

Recognition of others as cooperators/defectors

• In some species there is evidence only to the emergence of
negativity bias (see e.g. Anderson et al, 2013)

• There is not enough data due to differences in the procedural
approaches (e.g. sharing vs problem-solving situation;
human vs inanimate partners)

5. Development

• Experience in direct interactions can be the basis of
evaluating the behaviour of others in third-party (indirect)
interactions

• Learning about prosocial and antisocial behaviour may be
facilitated by genetic predispositions

 Its role is probably more important in case of 
negativity bias due to the greater cost involved

6. Descriptive model of ...
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 Social evaluation: unified behaviour and cognitive
system of negativity and positivity bias

Negativity and positivity bias emerge independently
during evolution and ontogeny

Negativity bias emerge earlier in both cases and is
more widespread among animals

We suggest that the capacity to socially evaluate
others may not be restricted to primates and dogs,
but general in gregarious species

7. Conclusions
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